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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJ: ELECTION OE PRESIDENT AND ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS, POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING 

REE: ISLAMABAD 6367 

SUMMARY EAZAL ELAHI ELECTED PRESIDENT AUGUST 10 AS 
EXPECTED. SINDHI WOMAN NOMINATED BY PEOPLES' PARTY FOR 
DEPUTY SPEAKER OUSTING CURRENT DEPUTY PROM QAIYUM MUSLIM 
LEAGUE. WIDESPREAD RUMOR THAT QAIYUM GROUP WILL MERGE 
WITH PPP. BHUTTO IS MEETING MULTITUDE OF POLITICAL 
FIGURES PRESUMABLY RE CHANGES OCCASIONED BY COMING 
INTO FORCE OF CONSTITUTION. END SUMMARY. 

1. HAIR-SPLITTING LAWYERS FROM POLITICAL OPPOSITION 
SCORED SYMBOLIC VICTORY OVER PEOPLES' PARTY LAWYERS BY 
FINDING DEFECT IN NOMINATION PAPERS OP PPP NOMINEE POR 
PRESIDENT, FAZAL ELAHI. OPPOSITION DISCOVERED THAT 
ELAHI HAD NOT SUBMITTED CODUMENTS PROVING HE WAS 
REGISTERED VOTER, REQUIREMENT UNDER RULES. LAHORE HIGH 
COURT REFUSED TO CONSIDER MATTER WHILE CHIEF ELECTION 
COMMISSIONER RULED THAT OMISSION WAS NITPICK SINCE ELAHI 
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WAS SITTING MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY AND SPEAKER, THEREFORE 
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PRIMA FACIE WAS REGISTERED VOTER SINCE ONLY THOSE 
REGISTERED COULD CONTEST FOR ASSEMBLY IN EIRST INSTANCE. 
HAVING DISPOSED OE THIS PROBLEM, ASSEMBLY TOGETHER WITH 
SENATE AUGUST 10 ELECTED ELAHI AS PRESIDENT. ELAHI 
RECEIVED 139 VOTES, AMIRZADA KAHN 45 OE TOTAL 191 
ELEGIBLE VOTES. FAROOQ ALI ELECTED UNOPPOSED AS SPEAKER 
AUGUST 9 WHEN OPPOSITION DECIDED NOT TO ENTER CANDIDATE 
AS GESTURE TOWARDS IMPARTIALITY OP SPEAKER'S POSITION. 

2. IN SURPRISE DEVELOPMENT, PEOPLE'S PARTY AND ALLIED 
PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS HAVE SELECTED MRS. ASHRAF ABBASI, 

PPP SINDHI MNA FROM LARKANA, BHUTTO'S ANCESTRAL HOME, AS 
GOVERNMENT CANDIDATE POR DEPUTY SPEAKER TO REPLACE 
PRESENT QAIYUM MUSLIM LEAGUE DEPUTY SPEAKER HANIP. 

ABBASI IS BELIEVED TO BE FIRST WOMAN EVER NOMINATED 

POR SENIOR POSITION IN ANY PAKISTAN CENTRAL OR PROVINCIAL 
ASSEMBLY. HER NOMINATION MAY HAVE BEEN CONCEIVED PARTLY 
AT GESTURE TO SECULARISM AND WOMEN VOTERS AND PARTLY 
TO OPPSET EXPECTED NOMINATION OP WOMAN CANDIDATE BY 
OPPOSITION. OPPOSITION HAS NOMINAHD NAP MNA JENNIPER 
MUSA FROM BALUCHISTAN. AS IN PREVIOUS ASSEMBLY TESTS 
OP STRENGTH, PPP SHOULD WIN HANDS DOWN IN ELECTION WHICH 
WILL TAKE PLACE ON AUGUST 11. 

3. PPP MOVE DUMPING HANIP HAS GIVEN RISE TO REVIVAL OP 
LONG-TIME RUMOR THAT QAIYUM MUSLIM LEAGUE WILL BE MERGED 
WITH PEOPLES' PARTY APTER LAPSE OP POLITICAL PARTIES 

ACT ON AUGUST 14. ALSO RUMORED THAT MUSLIM LEAGUE 
PRESIDENT QAIYUM KHAN, WHO IS CURRENT HOME AND 
KASHMIR APFAIRS MINISTER, MAY BE EASED OUT OP PORTPOLIO 
AND PERHAPS GIVEN AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENT. SHOULD 
BOTH ACTIONS TAKE PLACE, PPP POSITION IN NORTHWEST 
PRONTIER PROVINCE WOULD BE ENHANCED AND REMOVAL OP QAIYUM 
PROM DOMESTIC POLITICAL SCENE WOULD VASTLY PACILITATE 
ESTABLISHMENT MODUS VIVENDI BETWEEN QAIYUM'S BITTER 
ENEMY, WALI KHAN OP NATIONAL AW AMI PARTY, AND BHUTTO. 

AT PRESENT, QAIYUM LEAGUE ODD MEN OUT IN CHANGES OCCURRING 
AT PEDERAL LEVEL; YUSUP KHATTAK APPARENTLY LOBBIED 
UNSUCCESSFULLY FOR SPEAKERSHIP, WHILE HANIF RELIEVED OP 
HIS POST. 
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4. BHUTTO IS EVIDENTLY HOLDING MEETINGS WITH POLITICIANS 
OP VARIETY OF POLITICAL PERSUASIONS. ONE APPARENT 
GOAL IS TO ENLIST INTO PPP THOSE MNAS PROM OTHER POLI- 
TICAL PARTIES (COUNCIL LEAGUE, JAMIATUL-ULEMA-I- 
ISLAM, lAMIATUL-ULEMA-I-PAKISTAN, CONVENTION LEAGUE) 
WHO HAVE SUPPORTED PPP IN ASSEMBLY. ANOTHER OBJECTIVE 
MAY BE TO SORT OUT CHANGES IN MINISTERIAL PORTPOLIOS AND 
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PPP OFFICES. EMBASSY HAS NO INEORMATION ON 
WHETHER BHUTTO ATTEMPTING, AS PART OF CURRENT INTENSE 
NEGOTIATING, REVIVE POSSIBILITY OF COALITION NAP/PPP 
GOVERNMENT IN BALUCHISTAN. WALI KHAN TOLD CHARGE AUGUST 
4 HE WOULD NOT TALK WITH BHUTTO UNTIL SEVEN PRE-CONDITIONS 
DRAWN UP BY UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT (ISLAMABAD 6137) 

ARE MET. HOWEVER, KARACHI REPORTS MODERATE NAP BALUCH 
FIGURES INCLUDING MPA PRINCE KARIM OF KALAT NOW IN RAWALPINDI. 

SOBER 
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